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- Glimpses of our islands’ past -

SIEGFRIED
LAMPE

It is impaossible Lo write
this yearz frst Way
Back When withonut -
img tribute to Si el
Lampe and commemso-
rating the loss of owe of
Statias “National Trea-
SNTES” a5 smme residenis
referred to him.  Early
dafternoon on Saturday,
December 27, I received
@ phomne call from a good
Jriend to fell me that
Siegfried had just passed
awiy. I had visited kine
anly a few days before
in the Awxiliory Home
He had preal difficalty
£ g, bud he sl re-

rred fo three topics of
Statigs kistory — imfor-
mation that he wanted o
share with me.

& had brought it
up during my pre-
wious visit to him

when he still occasionally
left his bed and still had
hopes he ocould browse
through his beboved books
and papers 3t home apgzin.
However, he felt it neces-
sary to add: “But you bet-
ter not travel too far and
stay away too long..” Un-

fortunstely, the last physi-
cal attack he had to endure
— in his own home znd one
that followed equally violent
previous ones — prowed to
be one too many and the
resulting internal injuries
were too much for him. 5o
we never got roond to sit-
ting down together again
s0 1 eonkd listen to what it is
he wanted to share with me
this time. However, he had
mentioned one of the three
topics to me before, so 1 will
try to cover that one in 2
later articke.

Envy

It typified Siegfried. He
was an unlimited source of
knowledgs szbout Statia's
history and always ready to
share his information with
people who could bring it
to the attention of wider
circles so that Sistia’s great
past and unique role on the
workd stage in the 18 cen-
tury could be publicized to
the max. He was a fervent
patriot, the embodiment of
pride in one’s own local his-
tory, always eager to empha-
sige how prowd all Statians
should be to be bom on

such 3 special istand.

In fact, as moch as [ envied
him for his eventful life and
for having besn eyewit-
ness and part of a distant
and different time that we
only know from books and
stories, | always had the
impression that he was jeal-
s of me for one thing: |
was actually born on Statia
and he missed that by just
a couple of years. He would
always emphasize to me
how important that was and
that it should mot just be a
place name in my passport
bt actually gave me 2 kind
of responsibility towards the
island of my birth. *5t. Eu-
statins? A little rock in the
Caribbean? No way!”™ And
that is what he was hoping
I would do: make that clear

to everyone by highlishting

Statia’s extraordinary |his-

tory.

Hidden fortifications
Siegfried was fortunate o

By Siatin bhorn Fivirion Walter Th Hellsbrand

prafit from a combination of
blessings: a bright mind that
stayed with him till the end,
a liwaly interest in the world
around him and a stordy

One of the many pdd photographs fram Slegfied’s collection, this one giving ‘moving house’
E‘E.I'I'Jl"ls

& mare ‘profound” m

iad Lampe shorly before his 95th birthday, swrounded by the things he foved, daing

wiial he loved most

and healthy constitution. It
mezant that he could devote
the decadss after his retirs-
ment o one of his favou-
rite past timas: the study of
Statias history. And he was
not one to stick to books
and documents. He would
po ot into the country side
— na matier how difficult
the terrain — to look for the
things he found mentioned
in tomes and articles.

He was therefore able to
help many ressarchers with
his observations m the feld
— for example when it came
to Statia’s many fortifics-
tions. A lot of the former
batteries have fallem into me-
ins and have almost disap-
peared through erosion and
subsidence and whatever is
lefi &= hidden beneath ag-
pressive shrubs such as the
coralita. But Siegfried would
po out (walking of coursal)
on & search until he found
the remains. And thanks
to the combination of his
meathematical training and

and situstion sketches. They
would later appear in books
and publications.

Thie “Mudian connection’

His reputstion as Statia’s
“Mr. History”™ meant that
all historic matters had a
way of landing on his desk
- whether it was peopls
asking for information or
visitors bringing informa-
tion. Statias  population
dropped from more than
8,000 doring its heydays in
the kte 18% century to only
2668 in 1E16. It was nod
only the adventurers whao
had come to Statia to make
1 “guick bock” who left, but
aleo members of bong estab-
lished familes. This means
that descendants of 5Statian
residents of the 18™ and 19
centuries now live in Europe
or the Us and when delv-
ing into their family history
miay come 2cross &l sorts of
documents and objects re-
lsting to Statia's past. Some
aof them have been curious
enough to seek contact with

meznt that he was able to
asspmble 3 large collection
of historiczl material relat-
ing fo Statia, from copies
of documents and articlas
to old photographs.

I will pive an example of
his imvolverment and ose it
— in Siegfried’s spirit - to
illustrate a part of Statia’s
history: the “Mudian Con-
nection” It also shows how
his own rode is often linked
up to that of his ancestors.
During the sme period
that Dutch held neatral
Siatia was enjoying its
preatest commercial suc-
cesses — the years of the
War of Independence of
England’s Morth-Ameri-
can oolonies — Bermuoda
was siffering because the
Americans established an
affective blockade of this
English island, seversly
restricting its trade and
cansing widespread hard-
ships for its people. Many
of them moved to the
beckoning “Golden Rodk”
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cause of their intensve
trading contscts. As 3 re-
sult, many stories about
the Statia-Bermuda com-
nection can be found in
the issues of the Bermuda
Historical Quearterly.

Bermnda stone

Bermuds stone was popu-
lar building material across
the Caribbean and Mudian
ships would also take it to
Statia where many build-
ings were constructed with
this soft, white limestone
formed primarily of bro-
ken shells and coral. The
ships would fly a white flag
with a red cross, known
as the “Raxwed Stone Jack”
which signalled to await-
ing islanders: a ship from
Bermuda with a cargo of
sawn stone and lime will
b unloading soomn.

The population lists that
Admiral Rodney had made
after he took Statia for
the British crown in Feb-
ruary 1781, illustrate the
influx of Bermuodians. Of
the 163 people who were
registered as new “bur-
ghers™ |(chartered citizens)
in the six months leading
op to Rodney’s rakd, most
came froam  Europe bot
twelve per cant orginated
in Bermuda. The Anglican
Cometery in Oranjestad
also bears witness to this
immigration wave, with
tomb  inscriptions  such
as “Here les the bogdy of
Henry Jernings, Born Ber-
mida, Augnst & 17437 or
“In thiz Vauif fie imterred
the Bodies of fodm Packood
and Mary iz wife, the First
borm i Hermuda Ot 18,
I7iIs

Firing canons off Tam-
bledown Dhick

So-called “force traders”
continued  the commu-

mwwmmanummmmmmmw 18i0 cemndury Duidings

nication between the two
ishands, Forcing their way
through both the Ameri-
can blockade of Bermuda
and the English blockade of
Statia. They were not zlways
hcky. A certain Captzin
W. H. Peniston from Ber-
muda who wrote about his
visits to Statia in the 1E50s
recounted the story of Cap-
tain Troth. Just marmried, he
agreed to saill bo Statia on
an armed wvessel and took
his gunner, a coloured man
called Harry Hilton, “a goeod
shot” When they arrived off
Tumbledown Dick, 2 brig
of the English marine spot-
ted them and went after
them. The boat overhauled
Trott's wessel and fired o
her Trott answered with a
broadsida from his own ship.
A fierce fight ensued until
Trott fell mortally wounded.
His punner “then jumped
on 3 gun, gave three cheers,
fired a brosdside into the

English brig. haonlsd down
the flag and surrenderad.”

The first time <Captain
Peniston came to Statia
was in 1853 (zeiting to
shore was a littke adventure
in ftself. *When a visitor
jumped from the boat on
the dark, sandy beach, there
was a shave boy holding a
pony, seddled and neatly
caparisoned, ready for you
to mount. The maoment you
were in the saddle, it was off
— through the Lower Town
on the bezch, then up the
wide, stesp street to the Uip-
per Town. Meanwhile, the
black boy, dothed in a2 sin-
phe parment of ooarse ma-
terial with & girdle aroond
his waist, was there behind
the pony, hanging on to its
long tail and youw may gallop
as fast as you like, but that
swift footed boy was there
at the pourney’s end, rezdy
to tzke your pony's bridle
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after 1978,

Jennings Peniston, a relative
of her husband was a rich
merchant on 5Statia when
Eodney wmrrived. Rodneys
mien took away everything
of waloe they coukd find
from him and destroyed
his immense liguor stock
by sstting the taps run-
ning. His wife Rebecca had
seen it 2ll coming 2nd many
days before had sewn a large
amount of doubleons and
Johannes dollars inside the
oushions of her Bermuoda ce-
dar chairs. When the Penis-
tons were fnally allowed to
leave the island to return to
Bermuda, they were able to
take the chairs with them ...
Captzin Peniston was shown
the remains of the immense
warehouses of Richard Jen-
nings Peniston with thedr
heavy iron bars and hinges
in Lovwer Town.

Huoisting ponies on board

dian with Statian ancestiry
[through Jacobus Love who
married a Bermudian gir
around 1736] came to the
island to visnalize this part
of his family history, he
was advised tocontsct Card
Buncamper (whose wifs
was my sister’s Godmoth-
ar) and of course Siegfried
Lampe, the great-grand-
son of James Hill, one of
Captain Peniston’s puides
more than 3 century ear-
lier. These two genth=men
would be the best ones to
help him with retracing
his ancestors” steps. They
showed him the muins of
the Governors residence
that Captain Peniston vis-
ited in 1853 (The Man-
sion) and took him to the
Old Charch  Cemetery
nearby. There, he was also
shivwn the tomb of Mary
Peniston, born in 5t Kitts
in 171%, who died in Statia

Most Bermudians who oled on Siatla were bunked on I:I'H’.ﬂngﬁ-[:m cemederny in Ovanjestad

when you dismounted”

Hidden cash

Peniston was struck with
the style of the obld build-
ings in Upper Town as he
recognized the Barmuoda
stone  that was brought
thers from his island in the
previosns century and was
usad in most of the buikd-
ings. He also found many
descendants of old Bermu-
da families, “who vied with
each other in extending hos-
pitality to me” He visited
the Gowernor (Johanmes de
Vagr, the only person he met
who did not speak English)
in “his fine Mansion with its
beautiful marble halls”

He spent a lot of time with
the brothers James and John
Hill, the first one being Sieg-
fried Lamipea's great- grandlz-
ther. He heard many stories
about Rodney's razid, then
seventy-two years ago and
they brought back to mem-
ory an anecdote often told
by his own grandmother,
Elizabeth Peniston. Richard

Captain Peniston would re-
tarn regularly toStatia to buy
yams and potatoes to take
back to Bermuda. On one
such visit, in 1857, he was
“induced by the low price
to buy & few pondes” How-
ever, once he had bought
them, he was at 2 loss as to
how to get them on board. 1t
was John Hill who came to
the rescue: “We never have
any troubde shipping them.
Ering your bost ashore and
a light rope to throw them
with on the beach. Then tie
their hoofs together, turn
them on their backs and
my skaves will Lift them np
and put '=m in your boat,
cane tops being Arst put in
the bottom. When you get
abonegside, hoist them up zs
you would a pig. They will
be perfectly guist. Yoo can
the them on deck as they
wear me shoes they wont
injure the deck” His direc-
tions were followed and the
ponies armved on board in
perfect condition.

When in 1979 another Mu-

in 1780,

Lampes legacy
Seepfried also took him on
3 walk to Schotsenhoek
[then still in goosd mainte-
nance] and to the remains
of Benners Plantation
whers they saw the Ben-
ners cemetery. | wonder
if the Bermudian wisitor

to walk soomuoch
with his then &&-year-okd
gide. ..

Siegfried Lampse is no lon-
ger there to guide us. For-
tuneztely, ressarch facilities
are much more accessible
these days, but the sharp
memory of those who ac-
tuzlly obssrved buildings.
structures and customs
now  [almost) gone are
also immensely valuable.
And the inspiring patri-
otic pride in the history
of this special island has
enlightensd many hearts
whers it will remain as
bright as ever.



